Kol Simcha Torah Gazette for Parshas Korach 5786

Kol Simcha Torah Gazette 
For parshas korach 5786
Vol 10 Issue 36 (Whole #501) 5 Tammuz 5786/ June 20, 2026
Printed L’illuy nishmas Nechama bas R’ Noach, a”h
For a free subscription, please forward your request to keren18@juno.com
Past emails can be found on the website ShabbosStories.com under Brooklyn Torah Gazette

Remembering Rabbi
Jack Mevorach, a”h
By Rabbi David Bibi
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Rabbi Jack Mevorach

Last week an old friend from my childhood and a newsletter reader for many years, Isaac Cohen sent me a note recalling Rabbi Jack Mevorach, A’H , who passed away a couple of weeks ago  and the old Kids Minyan at Ahiezer.
His message brought me back more than fifty years.
Over the years I have written many times about the people who shaped my life. If I were to make a list of the rabbis who most influenced the person I became—and the person I am still becoming—there would be six or seven names that immediately come to mind. Rabbi Abittan would certainly be foremost, but Rabbi Jack Mevorach was definitely the first. (and no to my old classmates, Charlie Zalta, Joey Chehebar, Eli Bouganim, Charlie Tebele, and the rest of the Ahi Ezer boys, it wasn’t Rabbi Steinberg!)
I must have been about eight years old.
My father had a gift. He wanted his children to love Judaism, love synagogue, and love Torah. But he never forced anything. He understood something profound about children. If you tell a child what to do, he may comply. If you help him think it was his own idea, he embraces it.
At Ahiezer, my father and several other visionaries created a children's minyan modeled after what Rabbi Murray Maslaton, a’h, had built at Shaare Zion. I still remember some of the men who made it happen. Mr. Sam Zalta, A’H who somehow always seemed to have Carvel Flying Saucers and Lollapaloozas available. Mr. Phil Shelby. Mr. Sharabi. Many others.
But the engine that made it all run was Rabbi Jack Mevorach.
Looking back, it was brilliant.
We were bribed. There is no other word for it. There were raffles. Baseballs. Basketballs. Bats. Gloves. Trips. Basketball games. Sports. If we came to synagogue, attended the minyan, participated in the activities, and stayed involved, there were rewards.
At eight years old that was all we needed.
What we didn't realize was that Rabbi Mevorach was quietly changing the course of our lives.
He understood where our hearts were. He understood that boys loved sports, competition, friendship, and belonging. Instead of fighting that reality, he used it. He connected Torah to everything we already loved.
We played ball with him. We learned with him. We laughed with him. We went to pizza with him. We spent Fridays, Sundays, and countless afternoons with him.
He didn't just bring us closer to synagogue. He brought us closer to each other. Many of those friendships survived for decades.
One of my earliest memories of Torah reading came because of him. I believe it was Simhat Torah, and I had just turned eight that summer. Rabbi Mevorach made recordings for us and divided the reading into small sections. Each boy learned a piece. Each boy had a role. We didn’t need to wait for our bar mitzvah. Week after week, each of stood and read from the Torah.
I would go on to read Torah for years. But it started there. It started with Rabbi Mevorach.
Years later, when people would complement me giving classes, or serving as a rabbi, on being the chazan, they never saw the first link in the chain.
I did. The first link was Rabbi Jack Mevorach.
The greatest influence he had on me, however, came a few years later.
By fifth grade our class had become legendary—and not in a good way. There were about thirty boys. We had absorbed students from different schools and backgrounds. We were difficult. Very difficult. Teachers came and went so quickly that it became almost comical. Some lasted weeks. Some lasted days. A few lasted hours.
I remember teachers literally walking out of the classroom, going directly to the principal, and announcing that they were done. Looking back, it was a disaster.
At the time, maybe we thought it was funny. Today I realize what was happening. Every departing teacher was teaching us a lesson. Not the lesson they intended. The lesson was that adults give up. The lesson was that we were unmanageable. The lesson was that nobody could handle us.
Then my father had an idea. Bring in Rabbi Mevorach.
It changed everything.
Because he was not just another teacher. He was our rabbi. He was our coach. He was our mentor. He was our friend. Most importantly, he genuinely loved us. We knew it.
Children always know it.
He became our teacher and remained our teacher for years. The transformation was remarkable.
Earlier this week in thinking about what I would write, I shared this story with a psychologist. His response fascinated me.
He explained that boys between the ages of eight and thirteen are searching for belonging, identity, and examples of what adulthood looks like. When a classroom experiences constant instability, children begin to expect abandonment. They stop believing adults will stay.
Rabbi Mevorach broke that cycle.
Instead of suppressing our energy, he redirected it.
Instead of seeing a difficult class, he saw a team.
Instead of seeing problems, he saw potential.
Without realizing it, he turned a group of unruly boys into a brotherhood.
Psychologists have a phrase called "industry versus inferiority." During those years children are deciding whether they are capable or incapable, valuable or worthless, destined to succeed or destined to fail.
Rabbi Mevorach taught us that we were worth investing in. That lesson stayed with us forever.
I remember all of us attending his wedding. We felt like his children.
I remember all of us visiting his home and playing ball with him in the park across the street. I give credit to the rabbanit. Did she know she was marrying a man with 30 children?
I remember basketball at Mirrer Yeshivah on Saturday nights followed by Pizza. I remember the countless hours he gave us. Most of all, I remember how he made us feel. He made us feel important.
While we moved on to High School, Rabbi Mevorach moved to Deal and create yet another institution that would impact generations. Rabbi Mevorach founded the Deal Softball League and served as its commissioner. What many people saw as a sports league was actually another classroom.
Once again, he used sports to teach friendship, responsibility, teamwork, leadership, and community. Once again, he understood how boys (and men who are just big boys) think. Once again, he found a way to connect people.
Years later I was visiting my sister Ellen and my brother-in-law Isaac in Deal. Early one Shabbat morning I went to pray at what everyone called the "Little Red Schoolhouse." Rabbi Mevorach had founded that synagogue together with Irving Fallas in 1978.
Twelve men. One Torah. Infinite hope. He was not there that morning because he was leading the main minyan later on, but they asked me to give the class. As I stood there speaking, I found myself thinking about him. The little boy he had taught was now giving classes in the synagogue he had built. That is influence.
Not influence measured in buildings. Not influence measured in titles.
Influence measured in people.
Looking back now, I realize that one of the greatest gifts my father ever gave me was introducing me to Rabbi Mevorach.
My father understood that children often resist their parents. Eventually we become our fathers. But while we are young, we need other role models. We need mentors. We need teachers. We need our own Rabbi Mevorach.
Every child deserves someone who believes in him before he believes in himself. Every child deserves someone who sees potential when everyone else sees problems. Every child deserves someone willing to stay.
I wish I had spent more time with Rabbi Mevorach in recent years.
I wish I had another opportunity to tell him how much he meant to me.
I wish I could tell his children directly that there are countless adults walking around today carrying pieces of their father's influence.
I am one of them.
Rabbi Jack Mevorach did not merely teach a generation of boys. He built them.
May his memory continue to be a blessing for his family, his students, his community, and all those whose lives were forever changed by his kindness, wisdom, patience, and love. Tehi Nafsho Serurah BeSror HaChaim
Reprinted from the Parshat Shelah 5786 email of Rabbi David Bibi’s Shabbat Shalom from Cyberspace.
The Significance of the Dispute Between Korach and Moses
From the Teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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This week's Torah portion, Korach, tells about the controversy with Moses initiated by Korach and his followers. His argument went as follows: If every single Jew is a member of a holy nation, then no one person is greater than another. Why are you, Moses, entitled to special privileges? Jews can only stand united if absolutely equal rights are afforded to all, he claimed.
The Torah teaches that this claim - taken to its logical conclusion - leads to the opposite of unity, so much so that Korach's controversy with Moses became the yardstick by which all dissension among Jews is measured.
Moses alluded to this in his answer to Korach: "In the morning G-d will show who is His." Moses explained, according to the Midrash, that the same way that        G-d has created natural divisions between night and day which complement each other and form a cohesive whole, so too has He created distinctions between different types of Jews, all for the sake of the unity of the Jewish people.
The world was created so that each creation has its own natural boundaries and limitations. These boundaries enhance the world's natural order and give it structure, for everything has its own particular purpose and function to perform. Unity among G-d's creatures is attained only when each one works within its own framework and fulfills its own role. Harmony is maintained only when we adhere to the Divine plan, interdependent, performing our different allotted tasks. If one creation tries to assume the role of another, the result is disharmony and dissonance.
The distinctions between Israelites, Levites and Kohanim (and even among priests themselves, between ordinary priests and the high priest) are not arbitrary. Each distinction reflects the type of soul given to each Jew, which correlates to his particular task in life and way of serving G-d. G-d desires that each of us fulfill our own unique mission in life, not that of our neighbor. True unity is only achieved when we respect the differences between us.
Each Jew is blessed with different strengths and qualities, and we are enjoined to pool these disparate resources together for the common good. Every Jew, whether Israelite, Levite or Kohen, is indispensable and is part of this greater whole.
The lesson we learn from Korach is also one which is applicable today. Some think the path to true unity and peace lies with breaking down barriers which exist between men and women, Jews and non-Jews, and different faiths and ideologies. The Torah, however, teaches us otherwise. It is only by maintaining and respecting inherent differences that we can achieve unity and true peace.
Adapted from the works of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Reprinted from the Parshat Korach 5763/2003 (Issue #774) email of L’Chaim, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY. Excerpted from Torah Studies by Jonathan Sacks, based on talks by the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

Why No Blessing Before Giving Charity?
By Rabbi Yehuda Shurpin

Most mitzvah acts we do are preceded by a blessing. Before putting on tefillin, lighting Shabbat candles, or eating matzah, we thank G‑d “Who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us” to perform the mitzvah. Yet one of Judaism’s most fundamental mitzvahs—giving tzedakah—has no blessing at all.
At first glance, this seems surprising. Tzedakah is not merely an act of kindness; it is a Divine commandment and a cornerstone of Jewish life. Why, then, did the Sages not institute a blessing before its performance?
Some earlier sources do note a custom of making a blessing before giving tzedakah,1 but since the halachah remains that we don’t make a blessing, the question of “Why not?” still needs to be addressed.
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Lost in Preparation
The Rebbe sometimes shared a humorous explanation from the Chassidic Masters: Were a blessing required before giving charity, then one might get overly caught up in the preparations—immersing in the mikvah, meditating upon the proper intentions, etc.—to the extent that by the time they finish, who knows what will have happened to the poor person who needed the food or money!2
There are, of course, a number of other explanations that have been offered over the centuries which help us understand in general why some mitzvahs have a blessing beforehand while others don’t.

It Requires Another’s Involvement
One of the classic explanations given is that tzedakah is a mitzvah whose fulfillment depends on another person. A blessing is generally recited only when the mitzvah is entirely within the control of the one performing it. In the case of tzedakah, however, the mitzvah is not complete until the recipient accepts the gift. If the donor were to recite a blessing and the poor person ultimately declined the charity (perhaps because they feel they don’t need it3), the blessing would have been recited in vain.4

The Other Person Experiences Pain
Others explain that it would be inappropriate to recite a blessing over a situation that may cause another Jew pain.5 Although giving tzedakah is a great kindness, the receiver may experience feelings of embarrassment or shame.

Others Do it Too
One of the purposes of reciting a blessing before performing a mitzvah is to acknowledge that G‑d has sanctified us through His commandments, as can be seen in the standard formula for these blessings: “Who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us . . .”. Tzedakah, however, is an act that people of all cultures recognize as a moral obligation. Since the uniquely Jewish element of sanctification is not as readily apparent in this mitzvah, the Sages did not establish a blessing before its performance.6

You Are Never Exempt
We only say a blessing before a mitzvah that you aren’t obligated to do all the time. A mitzvah like tzedakah, however, applies at all times. As such, we don’t say a blessing before doing it.7

It’s Not Really Your Money
On a deeper level, some explain that the money we give to charity was never truly ours in the first place. G‑d entrusts us with resources so that we can distribute them where they are needed. When a poor person comes to us, we are simply carrying out G‑d's will with funds that ultimately belong to Him. As the verse states, “For everything comes from You, and from Your own hand we have given to You.”8 Since we are merely G‑d's agents in this process, no blessing is recited before giving tzedakah.9
Footnotes
1. See, for example, the commentary of Rabbi Elazar ben Moshe Azikri (author of Sefer Chareidim) on Jerusalem Talmud Brochot 6:1.
2. See, for example, Torat Menachem, vol. 3, pg 325; Da’at Zekeinim (Ettinga), ch. 7:7, citing the Bnei Yissaschar of Dinov; Siach Sarfei Kodesh, vol. 1, sec. 657, citing Rabbi Bunim of Peshischa.
3. See Shu”t Chatam Sofer, Orach Chaim 1:54 where he adds this to explain the reasoning of the Rashba and why a blessing is recited for marriage, even though it is dependant on another. The Chatam Sofer explains that the Rashba’s concern is only in cases where the mitzvah is being performed for another person's benefit, since that person may ultimately decide that he or she does not want to receive the benefit. If that happens, the mitzvah may not be fulfilled, raising concerns about reciting a blessing beforehand.
Marriage, however, is different. The halachic obligation of marriage rests upon the groom. Therefore, the possibility that the bride may refuse does not factor into whether he recites the blessing. He makes the blessing on the mitzvah he is about to perform, and if circumstances beyond his control later prevent its fulfillment, that is considered an ones (an involuntary circumstance). Such possibilities do not affect the obligation to recite the blessing, for in truth there is always a chance that unforeseen events may arise after a blessing has been made that would prevent any given mitzvah from being completed.
4. Responsum of the Rashba 1:18; See also Encyclopedia Talmudis vol.4 p.519 ff.
5. Abudraham, Hilchot Berochot.
6. Sefer Rokeach, ch. 366.
7. Ohr Zerua, Hilchot Birchas Hamotzi, 140.
8. I Chronicles 29:13.
9. Maharsha”m, Da’at Torah, Yoreh Deiah 61.

Reprinted from the current website of Chabad.Org




Rav Avigdor Miller on the Infinite Secrets of Creation
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QUESTION: Can there be a certain thing in nature that will never be discovered by mankind and it’s just there so that maybe the malachim should be able to see the gadlus of Hashem?
ANSWER: Question: Is it possible that nature should have such secrets of miraculous and wonderful things that will never be discovered by mankind? And this gentleman adds, but it will be there in order that the malachim who admire the handiwork of Hashem should see it and sing to Hashem.
The truth is there are secrets in nature that the malachim will never know. Even they will never know.
You must know that in every object there are secrets that are so profound, such wisdom that is so deep it will never be discovered and explained. As much as they ferret out and search out the secret things of matter, of chemistry and physics, they’re only beginning to scratch the surface. What lies underneath is without an end! The wisdom that lies in everything in infinite.
If we could explain today how certain molecules get together and the molecules when they combine although they themselves are not living—a molecule has no life in it—but when they get together they create life. There’s something mysterious there that eludes our grasp. We know so much today that we have libraries on these subjects. And yet you should know it’s not the beginning of what actually is true.
Now why did Hakadosh Baruch Hu make it this way? He wants to teach us that everywhere where we look it’s all nothing but Hashem’s word. בדבר ה’ שמים נעשו – Everything was made by Hashem’s word. And Hashem’s word is infinite. Therefore, an apple is infinite! A leaf is infinite! Every smallest insect! Every germ!
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Every cell in an animal is infinite! If you start studying the cell it’s amazing how vast is the wisdom and the purposefulness in the function of the cell. And the more they study, the more they see they don’t know.
And therefore, Hakadosh Baruch Hu made it intentionally to show that everything is infinite. The whole world is full of mysteries of wisdom. And even if they’ll continue with their electron microscopes and even more capable instruments to discover the secrets of nature they’ll never begin to fathom the full depth of the wisdom that Hashem put in everything. And the purpose is to let us know that !בדבר ה’ שמים נעשו! כי הוא אמר ויהי He spoke and it came into being. It’s all His word. And His word is infinite so all matter and all processes of nature are infinite.

Reprinted from the current website of Toras Avigdor. The question was asked at Rav Avigdor Miller’s Thursday night lecture back in January 1995.
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The Torah portion of Korach
How is it possible that a portion of the Torah is named after a sinner as great as Korach? The Torah wants to emphasize that we can learn something constructive even from Korach's bitter controversy. Just as Korach wanted to be a High Priest, every Jew should similarly desire to draw near to G-d. (Likutei Sichot)

And Korach took [a bold step]...together with Datan and Aviram...and Ohn, the son of Pelet (Num. 16:1)
Ohn, the son of Pelet, was one of Korach's 250 followers in his insurrection against Moses. Yet when the Torah lists those who were punished, Ohn's name is omitted. Why? Ohn was saved by his righteous wife. When she learned of her husband's intentions she persuaded him not to go against Moses. Ohn, however, had a dilemma. He had already promised Korach he would join him. What did she do? Ohn's wife gave him a large meal and strong wine, causing him to fall asleep. When Korach and his group came looking for Ohn, she sat in front of her tent, immodestly uncovered her hair and began to comb it. Korach and his followers would not approach her. Because of his virtuous wife, Ohn's life was spared. (Midrash)

The Torah criticizes Datan and Aviram more than any other participants in Korach's rebellion as they mixed into a controversy that was none of their business. They weren't firstborn sons who might have resented having the priesthood taken away from them, nor were they even from the tribe of Levi. The priesthood was none of their concern. (Machane Belula)

And they had a confrontation with Moses along with 250 Israelites who were men of rank in the community, representatives at the assembly, and famous. (Num. 16:2)
What type of person was attracted to Korach? Those who sought honor, fame and privilege. If Korach wins, they reasoned, he will reward us with positions of power, and our name will become even greater. (Kli Yakar)

Moses became very angry (Num. 16:15)
The commentator Rashi translates the above as: "He was very upset." Even when Moses was attacked by two trouble-makers he was upset rather than angry. Chasidim relate that Rabbi Menachem Mendel, the third Lubavitcher Rebbe, was extremely careful not to become angry. On one occasion he was nearly provoked to anger. He asked for the Code of Jewish Law, noting that the Talmud compares anger to idolatry. "I am close to an offense which is similar to idolatry," he declared, "I will see first if my anger is permitted according to Jewish Law." By the time he had examined the question there was no more need for an answer.

Reprinted from the Parshat Shelach 5763/2003 (Issue #774) email of L’Chaim.

No Excuses
By Rabbi David Ashear
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Everyone comes into this world with a unique set of circumstances. Some people are blessed to grow up in homes filled with love, encouragement, and great role models. Others, however, face challenges right from the beginning. They grow up in difficult environments, experience hardships, and lack the opportunities that other people had. It's so easy for a person to look at his background and feel that he was placed at a disadvantage. He may think, "If only I had grown up differently, I would have been able to accomplish so much more."
But that is not the way Hashem wants us to view it. Hashem does not judge people based on where they started. He judges them based on what they did with the circumstances He gave them. Every person is sent into the exact situation that he needs to fulfill his mission here. The challenges are not there to prevent him from succeeding. They are there to help him reach a level of greatness that could not have been achieved any other way.
Imagine two people climbing a mountain. One begins halfway up while the other starts from the bottom. The one who started lower has a much harder climb. But when he reaches the top, his accomplishment is far greater because he had to overcome so much more to get there. The same is true in our spirituality. Someone who had to struggle against negative influences or painful experiences is not at a disadvantage. It's just the opposite. Every step forward in his life is worth so much more because of what it took to achieve it.
So many of the greatest people who ever lived overcame tremendous obstacles. Their greatness was not despite their challenges; it was because of them. The very difficulties that could have been used as excuses became the tools through which they rose to the greatest heights. While it is true that some people begin life with very big disadvantages, our rabbis teach us that our circumstances do not determine our destiny. They merely determine the nature of our test.
The Torah tells us about the Megadef, the blasphemer. Chazal explained that he was born into a very difficult situation. His father was an Egyptian and his mother was a yatzanit, someone who would speak to everyone in the marketplace, including men. He was not accepted by society. He never felt that he belonged anywhere. He hoped that at least when he came before Moshe Rabbeinu, he would finally be accepted.
However, when the matter was brought before the Beit Din of Moshe, it was ruled that he would not be allowed to camp among Shevet Dan because the tribes followed the father, and his father was a goy. Therefore, he did not have a tribe. He left the Beit Din disappointed and rejected, and from there he deteriorated until eventually he blasphemed Hashem.
Looking at his life, a person might say, "How could he not become bitter? Look at what he went through. Nobody wanted him. Nobody accepted him. Under his circumstances, it's understandable." However, perhaps one of the reasons the Torah records this incident is to teach us the opposite lesson. Although his circumstances were difficult, he still had a choice. His background only explained his struggle, but it did not excuse his actions.
The Ishbitzer Rebbe contrasted the Megadef with David HaMelech. David also grew up feeling rejected. Chazal tell us that his own family did not recognize him. His father looked at him differently than all his other sons, and his brothers looked down upon him. Even when he rose to greatness, Shaul HaMelech tried to kill him. He was forced to run from place to place. Even after becoming king, his suffering did not end. His own son Avshalom rebelled against him and tried to kill him.
David could have spent his life asking, "Hashem, why did You put me in such a world? Why am I facing so much rejection and pain?" But instead, whenever David faced hardship, he turned to Hashem. Whenever he felt alone, he picked up his kinor and sang songs to Hashem. While he was running for his life, he sang to Hashem. When he was betrayed, humiliated, and attacked, he sang to Hashem. Those songs became Sefer Tehillim.
The very pain that could have destroyed him became the source of his greatness. The very hardships that could have filled him with bitterness became the inspiration for some of the most beautiful words in all of Tanach.
The difference between the Megadef and David HaMelech was not their circumstances. Both experienced rejection. Both experienced pain. Both had reasons to feel hurt by the world around them. The difference was in the choice they made in response. One allowed his hardships to push him away from Hashem, while the other allowed his hardships to bring him closer to Hashem.
Every person faces challenges that are unique to him. Some begin life with advantages, while others face obstacles that seem overwhelming. Our greatness will not be determined by where we started. It will be determined by what we did with what we were given. The more difficult the challenge, the greater is the potential for greatness. Someone who overcomes very big obstacles can reach heights that others may never attain.
When a person refuses to use his background as an excuse and instead uses it as a springboard for growth, he transforms his struggles into achievements. Nobody chooses the circumstances into which he is born, but everyone can choose how he responds to them. And the choices we make can make all the difference between, chas v'shalom, becoming a Megadef or becoming someone like David HaMelech.

Reprinted from the June 9, 2026 email of Living Emunah.
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